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Soma (Bhikkhuni-Samyutta: Discourses of the Ancient Nuns)
Setting at Savatthi. Then, in the morning, the bhikkhuni Soma dressed
and, taking bowl and robe, entered Savatthi for alms.! When she had
walked for alms in Savatthi and had returned from her alms round, af-
ter her meal she went to the Blind Men’s Grove for the day’s abiding.
Having plunged into the Blind Men’s Grove, she sat down at the foot
of a tree for the day’s abiding.

Then Mara the Evil One, desiring to arouse fear, trepidation, and terror
in the bhikkhuni Soma, desiring to make her fall away from concentra-
tion, approached her and addressed her in verse:

4. “That state so hard to achieve
Which is to be attained by the seers,
Can’t be attained by a woman

With her two-fingered wisdom.”

Then it occurred to the bhikkhuni Soma: “Now who is this that recited
the verse — a human being or a non-human being?” Then it occurred
to her: “This is Mara the Evil One, who has recited the verse desiring
to arouse fear, trepidation, and terror in me, desiring to make me fall
away from concentration.”

Then the bhikkhuni Soma, having understood, “This is Mara the Evil
One,” replied to him in verses:

5. “What does womanhood matter at all
‘When the mind is concentrated well,
When knowledge flows on steadily

As one sees correctly into Dhamma.?

6. One to whom it might occur,
‘I’'m a woman’ or ‘I’'m a man’
Or ‘I’'m anything at all’ —

Is fit for Mara to address.”™

Then Mara the Evil One, realizing, “The bhikkhuni Soma knows me,”
sad and disappointed, disappeared right there. **

Translated by Bhikkhu Bodhi. © 1997-2010 Buddhist Publication Society, Kandy.

1. Therigatha Atthakatha 66 identifies her as the daughter of King Bimbisara’s chaplain. The three verses here are also at
Therigatha 60-62, also ascribed to Soma.

2. Samyutta Nikaya Atthakatha That state (thana): arahantship. With her two-fingered wisdom (dvangulapafifiaya): with
limited wisdom (parittapafifiaya); or else this is said of women because they cut the thread while holding the cotton ball
between two fingers. Samyutta Nikaya Tika and Therigatha Atthakatha 67 offer a different explanation: “From childhood on
they are always determining whether the rice is cooked by pressing the grains in the pot between two fingers. Therefore,
because of the feebleness of their wisdom (acquired with two fingers), they are said to have ‘two-fingered wisdom.” It should
be noted that it is Mara the Evil One who voices this ancient bias.

3. Samyutta Nikaya Atthakatha: When knowledge flows on steadily (Fi hi hi): while the k ledge of the
attainment of fruition is occurring (; i ). As one sees correctly into Dhamma (samma dham-
mam vipassato): seeing into the Dhamma of the four truths, or into the five aggregates which form the object of insight in the
preliminary phase of practice. Samyutta Nikaya Atthakatha explains in terms of the knowledge of fruition attainment because
Soma, being already an arahant, would have been dwelling in the concentration of fruition.

4. One entertains such thoughts on account of craving, conceit, and views.
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Help celebrate and support Present/Alliance for Bhikkhunis!

This copy has been made available to you through the generous donations of our readers. If you enjoyed this issue,
then please consider a tax-deductable donation to help support Present/Alliance for Bhikkhunis. 100% of donations
are allocated for bhikkhuni ordination and training costs; bhikkhuni medical, dental and health insurance expenses;
and providing requisites, including books and computers, to bhikkhuni viharas. Donations can be made quickly,
easily, and securely online here.
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